
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF OCTOBER 15, 2018 

 

The Work Session of October 15, 2018 was called to order at 6:34 p.m. and the open 

public notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance 

were Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli, and the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment period of the meeting. No public 

comments were made at this time. 

 

The Administrator advised the Commissioners that three bids were received for the video 

security system project.  She stated that a vendor that has the state contract for security 

systems with the State also reached out directly.  Before making a final decision with the 

bids it was felt that it would be best to determine what pricing could be obtained with 

the State Contract.  Once they had a chance to review all of the camera locations in 

the bid specifications, she and the Police Chief met with the vendor to review their 

proposal, which was $30,000 less than the lowest bid received.  Their proposal included 

higher quality equipment.  Therefore, she is recommending the rejection of the bids and 

moving forward with the State Contracted vendor.  She did note that the overall cost 

was higher than originally estimate because the Public Works facility was being included 

now.  Mayor Rochford asked if this equipment was being paid for through a bond.  The 

Administrator replied affirmatively.  She also noted that this system would be expandable.  

Commissioner Moscatelli asked if the schools could be included.  The Administrator 

replied that they could be.  She has provided the schools with the contact information.  

The timeline would be 2-3 weeks for the equipment to be ordered and shipped and then 

3 week for the installation.  The Commissioners agreed to reject all bids for the project 

and move forward with the State Contract vendor.  The resolution for the rejection would 

be added to the October 23, 2018 agenda. 

 

A request from an attorney for the Greater Mt. Pisgha Church regarding the use of a 

private easement was then reviewed.  They are requesting, on behalf of themselves and 

it appears to be on behalf of the property owners who have this private easement, that 

the Borough take over maintenance and reconstruction of the private easement 

roadway, which is behind the houses on Ellis Street.  The Borough does not use this 

roadway for the collection of trash, nor do we plow this area.  Apparently, the Church is 

requesting this because their congregation use that roadway instead of their own access 

to their parking lot in inclement weather due to the slope.  The Borough Solicitor advised 

that the Borough cannot take ownership of that roadway because it has not been built 

to State specifications.  After a discussion on the issues, and the decision to not accept 

this request, the Mayor asked the Solicitor to send a letter to the Church’s lawyer 

indicating that we could not take ownership of this roadway and why. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed a request for the Borough to vacate a 50-foot paper 

street off of Warwick Road.  It was noted that this area is already being used by the area 

residents as part of their back yards.  The Borough Solicitor advised that we can vacate 

the parcel with equal portions going to each of the property owners on each side of the 

paper street parcel.  He further noted that this could not be a separate parcel of land for 

each of the home owners; each property would have to be surveyed and a new deed 



filed.  The Tax Assessor would then have to re-assess property to adjust for additional land.    

The Administrator advised that if all nine property owners involved did not want to be 

included then we would not be able to move forward.  The Solicitor advised having the 

interested property owner reach out to their neighbors directly themselves to see who 

was interested.  The Commissioners agreed to have the Solicitor reach out to the 

interested property owner.  All three Commissioners agreed that they did not have an 

issue with vacating this paper street as long as all property owners were interested. 

 

Commissioner Kasko advised that there was nothing to report from the Partnership for 

Haddonfield (PfH). 

 

The Administrator provided a draft copy of the Strategic Plan document for the 

Commissioners to review.  She asked for their comments and noted that there are 

additional changes that need to be made.  Commissioner Moscatelli suggested 

considering putting a referendum on the November 2019 General Election ballot to allow 

the sale of alcohol in town.  He further suggested that if we did this we should put together 

something that has the full information on this topic and start getting that out earlier in 

the year.  Commissioner Kasko indicated that he would need additional information from 

the State.  It was also noted that the legality of whether we could put the referendum on 

or whether it had to be done by referendum would have to be considered first. 

 

A request to allow Mah Jong classes at Mabel Kay Senior Center was discussed.  The 

Administrator advised that we would need to increase their budget to allow for this 

program.  The plan would be to hire someone to run the program with $2 and $4 charge 

for resident/non-resident.  Commissioner Moscatelli advised that this is an attempt to get 

younger seniors aware of our Senior Center.  Commissioner Kasko asked if there were any 

statistics/attendance information for these programs to confirm if they are viable.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that there is information available suggesting that this 

would be attended.  The suggestion was made to start this in January 2019.  

Commissioner Kasko asked that the estimated change in the budget, as well as the 

request be sent to him.  The Commissioners agreed to make this change. 

 

Commissioner Kasko, in reference to the Dig South Jersey request for $10,000 from 

Haddonfield for our inclusion in their marketing efforts, express the concerns from PfH.  

Mayor Rochford also indicated that the Haddonfield Foundation had concerns as well.  

The Borough Administrator indicated that this cost was unrealistic for the Borough to pay, 

but was more in line with PfH.  Commissioner Kasko indicated that he would get 

additional feedback from PfH. 

 

The Administrator reviewed a request from the late Judge Spence’s wife to name the 

court room in her husband’s honor.  Mayor Rochford asked if we had ever done 

something like this, to which the Administrator replied negatively.  She noted that there 

were a number of people that could be just as deserving and this could cause issues in 

the future.  The Commissioners expressed concerns about doing this.  Commissioner Kasko 

stated that he would not have a problem with a plaque being hung in that room 

commemorating the Judge’s years of work there.  Commissioner Moscatelli suggested 

having a commemorative tree done in his honor.  It was agreed that the Clerk would 

reach out to Mrs. Spence. 



 

Mayor Rochford made a motion to go into closed at 7:26 p.m., which was second by 

Commissioner Moscatelli, to discuss the Bancroft Redevelopment Agreement 

negotiations, as well as union contract negotiations, personnel issues, and affordable 

housing litigation. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:57 p.m., where the motion had 

included adjourning the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 

 


